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would have to be made on a basis of trusting the Boers to
some extent at least* Nor were they altogether regardless of
the feet that the war had completely isolated this country
diplomatically, and caused her to be regarded with suspicion
and dislike by every foreign nation without exception.
Never, perhaps, has England been so lonely as she was in
the last year of the Boer War, The Triple Alliance had
made of Germany, Amtria-Hungary, and Italy a solid
block* France and Russia were associated in a counter-
alliance, England was outside both orbits and had several
causes of quarrel with France, Russia, and Germany* No
wonder that the moment was deemed propitious by the
Kaiser for hinting to these countries that the moment had
come for a joint onslaught upon the British Empire. Two
things only prevented such a thing from happening; the
fact that France hated Germany even more than she hated
England; and the fact that the British Navy was supreme,
and so could forcibly prevent any attack upon this country
and her scattered possessions, That was the moment, in
fact, which saw the sowing of the seeds of the World War:
for in it the Kaiser saw in a flash that so long as England re-
mained mistress of the seas, no Continental alliance, however
powerful, would be able to do her much harm* The moral
of the lesson sank deep into his mind; and the series of
German Navy Laws was the direct outcome* The final stage
of the war came quickly* Queen Victoria had died in
January, 1901, and the new King was most anxious that
peace should be made with no undue delay. For not only
was he by nature a peace lover, but he also had a fax clearer
realisation than his Ministers of the perils of the European
situation,                                                      ' <:,v;:p.'%
There was no agreement, however, among tk^-iiEraaJtet-
ity as to the course to be taken to bring tne war ttraa
end. Milner was emphatically in favour if* conqfctst w&